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Rama Vedashree was previously Vice  President, NASSCOM 
leading all initiatives in Domestic IT, eGovernance and Smart 
Cities among   others. At NASSCOM, she has also led the 
Healthcare initiative in partnership with apex Health Sector body, 
NATHEALTH. She is   also anchoring a new initiative of  the 
industry on making India a global hub for cyber security.

With a rich and varied experience of  28 years in the industry, she 
has had long stints at NIIT Technologies, Microsoft and General 
Electric. Until recently, she was also interim CEO of  Data Security 
Council of  India. From the 
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Delegation to the 
Netherlands & UK

The first Indian Cyber Security Delegation 
v i s i ted  the  Hague Secur i ty  Del ta 
(Netherlands) and Malvern Cyber Security 
Cluster (UK) between 11-15 April, 2016. 
Organised by NASSCOM-Data Security 
Council of  India (DSCI), the delegation 
was led by Dr Gulshan Rai, National Cyber 
Security Coordinator, Government of  
India, and comprised of  40 delegates 
representing the Indian industry, including 
small and large companies and user 
organisations, government and academia. 
The delegation was taken in tune with the 
NASSCOM Cyber Security Task Force's 
(CSTF) objective of  studying and adopting 
the cluster approach in stimulating the

Cyber Security ecosystem in key locations. 
The CSTF has identified development of  
industry clusters as a viable model for 
promoting the Cyber Security ecosystem in 
the country to achieve its vision of  a market 
size of  USD 35 bn for Indian players by 
2025, while simultaneously creating one 
million jobs, and creating at least 1,000 
successful start-ups from India. 

Key takeaways form the visit are :  
Ÿ A comprehensive study of  the cluster 

ecosystems - their genesis, business 
m o d e l s ,  e n a b l e r s  a n d  k e y 
differentiators undertaken

Ÿ The interactions provided a structured 
overview of  the cyber security strategy 
and interrelationship between the 
governments, industry and academia  

     within the two geographies

 
 

DSCI-Google Internet
Safety Workshops for SMBs

With the increasing attention to bring the 
MSME sector online under the 'Make in 
India' initiative, DSCI in partnership with 
Google India launched an Internet Safety 
Program on 6 April, 2016. The objective 
of  the program was to enhance trust in the 
cyberspace by empowering MSMEs & 
SMBs with knowledge and understanding 
to deal with cyber security challenges to 
stay safe and secure while operating 
online. Over 35 organisations were a part 
of  the launch. 

Rama Vedashree Appointed CEO, DSCI

FEATURE

Read More

Dear Friends

This quarter has witnessed a lot of  
activity at DSCI. The team welcomed 
Rama Vedashree as CEO, who has been 
quick to engage and connect instantly 
with our sector-wide stakeholders. Her 
invaluable, hands-on expertise is set to 
guide the DSCI vision, mission and 
vision to achieve greater heights. We've 
also had our hands full with the Cyber 
Security Awareness Workshop Launch 
with Google, followed by the much 
successful NASSCOM-DSCI Cyber 
Security Delegation visit to The Hague 
and UK, launch of  the QPs, and the 
conclusion of  the 8th Best Practices 
Meet in Bengaluru in the recent past. 
The implementation of  the next phase 
of  the TIFAC project is also underway, 
while another key accomplishment has 
been a partnership with Lockheed 
Mar t in  India  in  Cyber  Secur i ty 
Awareness. Clearly, the team has been 
working hard to deliver spectacular 
research, workshops and events, to keep 
our stakeholders constantly involved 
with our work. 

Please feel free to contact us for any 
inputs or query you might have 
regarding our work, or how you could 
possibly contribute or partner with us. 

Hope you enjoy reading last quarter's 
updates.

Vinayak Godse
Senior Director, Data Protection
DSCI
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Under this year-long program, DSCI will conduct 
workshops in various cities across India, to help 
inculcate safe and responsible behaviour in the cyber 
space by sharing best practices and guidance with the 
audience. 

8th Best Practices Meet Concludes in 
Bengaluru; Focus on Security Data 
Science

Security Data Science is now becoming a founding 
block of  most of  the contemporary security solutions. 
This year, the DSCI Best Practices Meet focused on the 
contemporary evolution of  security by organising its 
content and deliberations under a dominant theme. 
Apart from delving into fundamentals, it extensively 
deliberated on different uses cases of  security data 
science that are shaping security technology market and 
provided an opportunity to take a review of  policy 
development, deliberations on the global issues related 
to security and privacy and check the progress of  cyber 
security industry development efforts.

Highlights #BPM16

Ÿ Swami Swaminathan, Chairman, 
Manipal Integrated Enterprises, was 
the Chief  Guest for the occasion 

Ÿ Launch of  the Cyber Crime 
Investigation Manual for Law 
Enforcement, Level-2 released by 
Pratap Reddy IPS, ADGP, CID and Rama 
Vedashree, CEO, DSCI 

Ÿ DSCI-Lockheed Martin Partnership on Cyber 
Security Awareness. 

Ÿ Over 350 speakers, delegates, sponsors and 
exhibitors across industry sectors

Attended #BPM16? Take the 

Know moreKnow more

Read press release

Feedback survey

Initiatives

DSCI Analysis of  Security and Privacy 
Concerns in Aadhar Bill 

DSCI shared observations on various provisions in the Act range from 
the scope of  definition of  the term 'identity information', weak 
redressal mechanisms to a noted conflict of  interest. However, from 
privacy protection viewpoint, the Act does cover certain aspects to an 
extent. 

Engagement with NSCS and Government 
agencies for Indian Cyber Security Product 
and Services Companies

 
In a meeting chaired by Dr. Gulshan Rai, National Cyber Security 
Coordinator, GoI, DSCI invited 10 Indian Cyber Security Product and 
Services organisations to demonstrate their capabilities to 20 senior 
officials from NSCS, Defence, LEA, Paramilitary and others. As a 
result of  the meeting the government departments have initiated the 
engagements with these organisations.

Engagement with DoC on market access 
issues in the European Union

Vinayak Godse, Senior Director, Data Protection continued working 
with Department of  Commerce on data transfer issues. It prepared a 
paper to support the meeting of  India's chief  negotiator with the EU 
counterpart, highlighting industry's position. It also provided inputs on 
data transfer issues from EFTA countries to India.

Meeting with Europol at The Hague 

Europol, in cooperation with the European Institute of  Public 
Administration (EIPA) organised a conference on 'Privacy in the 
Digital Age of  Encryption and Anonymity Online'. With the design of  
IT systems and products proceeding towards 'default encryption' and 
designers and service providers forgoing their control on encryption, it 
is becoming increasingly difficult for Law Enforcement Agencies 
(LEAs) to access information for investigation. The design of  
technology products and services is expected to continue in the same 
direction. It is in this backdrop, which EIPA and Europol jointly 
deliberated on the advancing the age of  encryption and anonymity 
online. 

DSCI participated in an event organised by the EastWest Institute 
(EWI) to exchange ideas on LEA access to information and the 
ongoing debate on encryption. The conference shed tremendous 
insights on global perspectives, fostered interaction among European 
and US Law Enforcement Agencies, encouraged sharing of  ideas with 
global think tanks and familiarisation with emerging trends and 
solutions. Deliberations during the conference were also critical in 
relation  to the Indian context, since it provided key insights into the 
dimensions involved in the national encryption policy. The conference 
saw participation from organisations, both public and private, such as 

Know moreKnow more
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session. DSCI was represented by Abhishek Bansal, Principal 

Consultant, DSCI and Shivam Satnani, Senior Analyst, DSCI. The topic 

for the Panel Discussion was 'Increasing the Demand of  Privacy 

Professionals in India and why Education in Privacy Matters?', with S.V. 

Divvakar, Privacy and Financial Inclusion Expert and Member, Indicus 

Foundation as moderator. Atul Gupta, Partner, KPMG, gave an expert 

talk on 'Filling the Gaps: Building Privacy Professionals – Stakeholder 

Perspectives Aimed at Fulfilling the Rising Demand of  Privacy 

Professionals'.   

In a similar event, DSCI, Punjab Engineering College (PEC) and the 

Times of  India organised a day-long workshop on Privacy and 

Information Security. The workshop was attended by more than 400 

students across engineering colleges from Chandigarh and surrounding 

regions. The Chief  Guest for the occasion was Dr N.S. Kalsi IAS, 

Additional Chief  Secretary, Government of  Punjab. Rahul Sharma, 

Senior Consultant, DSCI addressed sessions to apprise students on 

various aspects of  privacy.

The workshop sought to help participants understand the current 

Privacy landscape in India and Data Protection laws and regulations. It 

elucidated various aspects of  Privacy in the digitally connected world, 

through a panel discussion, expert talks and case studies. The key themes 

for the sessions, included, the need for a data protection legislation in 

India, data breaches and Privacy in a pervasive and ever-sensing 

environment, privacy and national security, and the right to privacy in 

India being a fundamental right, among others. Emphasising the 

growing demand of  privacy professionals in the country, DSCI focused 

on how students can build their career in this domain.

the European Data Protection Supervisor, the Europol 
Joint Supervisory Body, the EU Agency for Network and 
Information Security-ENISA, Eurojust, Amnesty 
International, the EastWest Institute and more.

DeitY workshop on engaging 
with ICANN 

Department of  Electronics and Information Technology 
(DeitY) in association with the National Internet 
Exchange of  India (NIXI) organised a workshop to 
analyse issues related to Internet Corporation of  Assigned 
Names and Numbers (ICANN) operations. ICANN is an 
organisation responsible for implementing policies related 
to Domain Name System (DNS) and directly impacts 
businesses including IT-BPM, e-Commerce, Internet 
Services Providers (ISPs), among others. The workshop 
aimed to create awareness and formulate an action plan-
cum-strategy for greater engagement with ICANN, in 
addition to constituting an industry led Special Interest 
Group (SIG), as a preface on a high-level interaction with 
Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, the Hon'ble Minister of  
Communicat ion and Information Technolog y, 
Government of  India. Nandkumar Saravade, former 
CEO, DSCI was part of  the session on 'Internet Standards 
and Protocol', where he emphasised on the aspects of  
technical standards and role of  the Internet Engineering 
Task Force (IETF) in the standards development and  
value proposition of  the IT industry, as vital contributions 
in the overall development process.  
The workshop was attended by over 50 senior experts 
from the private sector (including IT-ITES companies, 
ISPs, registrars, e-Commerce organisations), as well as 
members of  the academic community. 

Launch of  Cyber Security 
Courseware-Qualification Packs  

NASSCOM SSC, in association with DSCI and Symantec, 
launched the Cyber Security Analyst–Application Security 
(courseware). Symantec and DSCI have supported 
NASSCOM SSC in developing National Occupational 
Standards for ten Cyber Security job roles with the 
corresponding Qualification Packs (QP) in line with the 
National Skills Qualifications Framework (NSQF). 
Several other organisations, including, IT-ITeS, financial 
services and consultancy advisory services, have provided 
necessary feedback and guidance. The event marked this 
significant milestone of  this initiative in the presence of  
senior leaders from the government, industry and 
academia.

Privacy Workshops at IIT Delhi and 
PEC, Chandigarh
 

The workshop was held on Data Privacy as a domain and 

aimed at increasing student awareness. It comprised of  a 

visual interaction, panel discussion, expert talk and a Q&A 
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promote responsible online behaviour will provide guidance on 
designing secure IT systems and securely managing their online 
presence. The program will spread discreetly across the country 
through a comprehensive and interactive cyber awareness portal to 
facilitate the journey of  digital transformation of  SMBs. The 
initiative includes development of  an interactive Cyber Security 
Awareness Web Portal with resources for businesses to safely and 
securely manage their digital presence.

Capacity building program by DSCI Cyber 
Labs

Continuing to build the capacity of  the law enforcement agencies, 
DSCI trained over 1,977 participants in the quarter April-June, on the 
standard courses through the five Cyber Labs in the country. Several 
special lectures on topics including cybercrime investigation, Cyber 
Security awareness, mobile security and other were also conducted by 
the various Labs.  

Cyber Crime Awareness Workshop for LEAs 

DSCI, in association with Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) Police hosted the 
14th Cyber Crime Awareness Workshop for police investigators on 
26-27 May 2016 in Srinagar. The workshop was inaugurated by 
K Rajendra Kumar, IPS, DGP, J&K Police. The valedictory address 
was given by Shri Abdul Haq Khan, Hon'ble Minister for Rural 
Development, Panchayati Raj, Law and Justice, Government of  
Jammu & Kashmir. The two-day workshop was organised with 
support from Jammu & Kashmir Police and focused on 
contemporary issues pertaining to cybercrimes and witnessed 
enthusiastic participation by 200 police officers from J&K Police. 
Pertinent themes covered during the workshop included the 
emergence of  a cybercrime threat landscape, financial crimes, IT Act 
and its amendments, role of  ICERT in Cybercrime prevention, 
search and seizure of  digital evidence, mobile phone crime 
Investigation and other pressing areas. The workshop also entailed a 
special session on Social Media Monitoring and was extremely well-
received by the audience.

DSCI-SAP Workshop on Secure 

Development of  Cloud Applications 

DSCI in collaboration with SAP, organised a workshop on 
'Secure Development of  Cloud Applications'. The 
workshop aimed to discuss the overall strategy of  secure 
product development including the product lifecycle and its 
investment program. It explored potential threats and 
measures implemented to mitigate those, based on the SaaS 
and PaaS models.  
Over 20 experts from user and consulting organisations 
participated in the workshop. 

DSCI-NASSCOM-SSC-ISACA Sign 
Memorandum of  Understanding

In a bid to combat the Cyber Security skills shortage, DSCI, 
Sector Skills Council National Association of  Software and 
Services Companies (SSC NASSCOM) and ISACA have 
signed a Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU). SSC 
NASSCOM and DSCI are developing a long-term roadmap 
for Cyber Security skills development in India, and ISACA 
will lend its expertise in this area to help drive this goal. 

FIDO Alliance Tour on Digital Banking 

DSCI, in collaboration with FIDO Alliance organised an 
informational workshop around the approach for a simpler, 
stronger authentication, particularly in digital banking. The 
workshops were conducted in Mumbai and Bengaluru, and 
aimed at guiding user-organisations in enhanced application 
of  best practices for online authentication processes.  

Cyber Security Awareness Program for 
SMEs

DSCI entered into a partnership with Lockheed Martin to 
spread awareness on Cyber Security to small and mid-size 

businesses and their workforce. The endeavour aimed to 

Cyber Lab Initiative

Cybercrime Workshops

Read Press Release
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Participated Events

Training Session for EOW -Special Wing of  Delhi Police Investigation Officers

Venkatesh Murthy, Senior Manager, Cyber Forensics at DSCI, conducted a two-hour session on 'Search and Seizure of  Evidence in the 
Electronic Environment' for 70 personnel from Delhi Police. This event was organised by the Cyber Cell and Economic Offences 
wing of  Delhi Police, in collaboration with the Institute of  Cost accountants of  India (ICAI).

NIST International Workshop on Cloud Computing and Cyber Physical Systems

Abhishek Bansal, Principal Consultant, DSCI partook in a plenary on 'Cloud Security and Privacy Requirements for Digital India' 
(Government Regulatory and Policy Requirement) and panel discussion on the 'Challenges in Building Trust in Cloud-based Services' , 
on the second day of  the Workshop. 

7th  International Summer School on Information Security and Protection, Amrita 

University

DSCI has partnered with Amrita University for the ‘Call for Posters’.  At this event,  presenters will have ample opportunities to 
interact with eminent faculty and industry participants.  

Upcoming 

24st DSCI Certified Privacy Lead Assessor (DCPLA©) 

Training Program 
13-15 July, Tech Mahindra, Mumbai

 To register, mail on trainings@dsci.in

Know moreKnow more

DSCI Corporate and Chapter Members can avail a special discount of  SGD 100 to attend the conference. 

To avail the discount use promo code 1A6DSCIFCD on the registration page. 

REGISTER NOW 5

DSCI is Supporting Association at RSA® Conference 2016 Asia Pacific & Japan

https://www.dsci.in/taxonomypage/778
https://www.rsaconference.com/events/ap16/register?utm_source=assoc-dsci&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=twitter-standardreg-available-apj2016


DSCI Ahmedabad Chapter  Cyber 

Security Conference 

A conference organised by the DSCI Ahmedabad Chapter 

in association with Sophos, and focused on various aspects 

of  Cyber Security and provided an opportunity to explore 

the latest developments in the Cyber Security and Threat 

Management space. Over 50 CXOs, IT heads, legal and 

regulatory personnel, government officials and IT security 

professionals participated in the one-day program. 

Pune Chapter Meeting

The meeting discussed various students’ activity and dates 

proposed for awareness building, planning for an upcoming 

webinar series. It also provided an opportunity to review the 

status of  the exercise of  compilation of  security tech start-

ups and other key points as put forward by Chair at the 

Ascent Intellimation office. 

Bangalore Chapter Meeting 

Given an increasing trend in data security risks, incidents 

and cyber offences, there is a necessity to keeping ourselves 

updated on forensic investigation techniques and emerging 

challenges in this space. It is in this backdrop, that the 

Bengaluru Chapter Meet focused on Digital Forensics and 

Risk Management. Hosted at the Bharti AXA General 

Insurance Company Limited, Parag Deodhar, CISO – Asia, 

Japan & Business Services, AXA Group, spoke about the 

role of  Cyber Security under Enterprise Risk Management 

(ERM).  

In another important development for the DSCI Bengaluru Chapter, we 

were delighted to welcome V. Rajesh Kumar, Director, Privacy & Data 

Protection Officer, HCL Technologies Limited, join us as Co-anchor. 

Chennai Chapter Meeting

The theme for this meet was 'Security and Trust in the Changing Cyber 

Landscape (Cloud Computing, Big Data and Internet of  Things)' and was 

held at the E&Y office at Tidel Park. Dr. Vijay.Varadharaj, Professor at 

Department of  Computing, Macquarie University, Australia gave a 

presentation on the topic. 

Hyderabad Chapter Meeting 

Chapter members discussed a few updates which were followed by a 

talk on a General purpose 2FA Server developed by Sitaram Ch from 

TCS, at the TCS campus.  

We’re proud to have the following organizations join our Corporate 

Membership Program

Know more about the DSCI Corporate Membership Program

Chapter Meeting 
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DELEGATION COMPOSITION
CENTRAL & STATE GOVERNMENT 

USER ORGANISATIONSACADEMIA & RESEARCH

LARGE IT, CONSULTING & SECURITY 
ORGANISATIONS

SMALL & MEDIUM SECURITY ORGANISATIONS

National Security 
Council Secretariat 

(NSCS) 

Department of 
Electronics and 

Information 
Technology (DeitY) 

Government  of 
Andhra Pradesh

Government of  
Telangana

Indian Cyber Security Delegation to   
             The Netherlands and UK  
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Editorial Board
Priti Vandana | Senior Manager – Marketing & Communications

Udita Singh | Senior Associate - Communications
Share your feedback on media@dsci.in

DATA SECURITY COUNCIL OF INDIA (DSCI) | A NASSCOM® Initiative 
Niryat Bhawan, 3rd Floor, Rao Tula Ram Marg, 

New Delhi – 110057(India)
Phone: +91-11-26155070 | Fax: +91-11-26155072

Email: info@dsci.in
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