
   
 

DSCI and CIPL released a report on ‘Enabling Accountable Data Transfers from India to the 
United States’ 

 

Sept. 9, New Delhi: DSCI and CIPL have released a report on Enabling Accountable Data 
Transfers from India to the United States with regard to India’s proposed Personal Data 
Protection (PDP) Bill. The report highlights the importance of ensuring the continued flow of 
data between India and the US and provides accountable mechanisms to govern India-US data 
flows.  

In light of the upcoming Indian Personal Data Protection Law, the report outlines the relevant 
provisions of the PDP bill that apply to data transfers outside of India. It also evaluates the 
PDP bill’s transfer provisions in comparison with other global data protection regimes. In 
order to govern India-US data flows, it recommends enabling certifications and codes of 
practice as transfer mechanisms when the PDP bill is enacted. Such mechanisms should be 
designed to be interoperable with certification schemes of third-party countries [e.g. APEC 
Cross-border Privacy Rules (CBPR)]. Furthermore, India could facilitate India-US data transfers 
by recognizing the US as providing an adequate level of protection. A promising and feasible 
way of doing this is by recognizing a certification scheme as adequate for transfers by having 
regard to international agreements such as an India-US trade agreement or different forms 
of enforcement cooperation agreements between the US FTC and the Indian DPA. 

The report was launched along the side-lines of a virtual roundtable discussion with eminent 
speakers such as Dr Rajendra Kumar, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology, Betsy Border, Counsel for International Consumer Protection, US 
Federal Trade Commission and James Sullivan, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Services 
Industry and Analysis US Department of Commerce, representing the government outlook on 
the topic. It was followed by an industry interaction with distinguished speakers such as 
Krishna Thiagarajan, Global Practice Head, Data & Analytics, Tech Mahindra; Manas Fuloria, 
Chief Executive Officer, Nagarro; Michael Rose, Public Policy, Privacy, Google; Nathan Coffey, 
Senior Vice President Privacy and Regional Data Privacy Officer for EMEA & India, 
Teleperformance; Srinivas Poosarla, VP and Head (Global), Privacy & Data Protection, Infosys; 
and Sunny Athwal, Chief Privacy Officer, HCL Technologies. 

Rama Vedashree, CEO, DSCI, said, “Given the importance of US geography for India’s Tech 
Industry, which is estimated to touch close to USD 100 billion this year,  DSCI and CIPL have 
undertaken the development of this report to propose potential mechanisms to facilitate data 
flows between the two countries; it also analyses potential challenges in transferring data 
outside of India under the context of the PDP bill 2019. We hope the report recommendations 
inform the privacy discourse in India, and the concerned stakeholders, especially the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee, in its deliberations, and also MeitY and Ministry of Commerce as they work 
towards growing India’s Digital economy and the Tech Sector.” 



   
 

Markus Heyder, Vice President and Senior Policy Counselor, CIPL, said “In finalizing the PDP 
bill, India has a real chance to shape the data flow landscape it wants to participate in for the 
coming years. To ensure continued and responsible flow of data between both India and the 
US, India should seek to enable certifications and codes of practice that can be made 
interoperable with other global accountability and transfer schemes. India should also think 
about making an adequacy finding for CBPR certified entities, whether that is via an India-US 
trade agreement or other means. By addressing these issues, the joint Parliamentary 
Committee will prevent unnecessary barriers to data transfers for the Indian economy while 
ensuring effective data protection for its citizens.” 

 

Report Link: https://www.dsci.in/content/DSCI-CIPL-Accountable-Data-Transfer-Report 

 

About DSCI  

Data Security Council of India (DSCI) is a premier industry body on data protection in India, setup by 
NASSCOM®, committed to making the cyberspace safe, secure and trusted by establishing best 
practices, standards and initiatives in cyber security and privacy. DSCI brings together governments 
and their agencies, industry sectors including IT-BPM, BFSI, Telecom, industry associations, data 
protection authorities and think tanks for public advocacy, thought leadership, capacity building and 
outreach initiatives. For more information, visit: www.dsci.in  

About CIPL 

Centre for Information Policy Leadership (CIPL) is a global data privacy and cybersecurity think 
tank in the law firm of Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP and is financially supported by the law firm 
and 90 member companies that are leaders in key sectors of the global economy. CIPL’s 
mission is to engage in thought leadership and develop best practices that ensure both 
effective privacy protections and the responsible use of personal information in the modern 
information age. CIPL’s work facilitates constructive engagement between business leaders, 
privacy and security professionals, regulators and policymakers around the world. For more 
information, please see CIPL’s website at http://www.informationpolicycentre.com/  
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